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The Metropolitan Functional Urban Area of Granada

The Metropolitan Area of Granada



Metropolitan Areas in Spain

Granada Metropolitan Area: 536.106 inhabitants
of which 230.595 belong to the city of Granada. 
(43%).

According to the Spanish Law, 



The Urban Agglomeration of Granada according to Regional Urban Planing (POTAUG)

Granada Metropolitan Area, made up of 34 municipalities, should aim
to manage different aspects of common interest in a unified way,
coordinating services and actions in order to meet the new needs
arising from greater integration, such as public transport services, the
unification of taxi services, for example, or drinking water supply
services and the maintenance of sewerage and wastewater treatment
networks, etc.



Governance of the Metropolitan Area of Granada

According to the Spanish Law (article 43 of Municipal Law), Metropolitan Areas, as a Public Body with Legal Entity, must be 
created by means of a specific regional law by Regional Government. 
This regional law must state the geographical coverage, the services to be provided at metropolitan level, and the governance
of the metropolitan area.
As we don’t have Metropolitan area formally created in Granada, we are working with ad-hoc bodies focusing in specific 
services, i.e.:
Service Metropolitan Body Nr of Municipalities

Transport Granada Metropolitan Consortium. Note Taxi managed at municipal level… 50 municipalities. Granada capital included

Water supply and waste

water

Consortium Vega Sierra Elvira

EMASAGRA (Granada water Utility Company)

34 municipalities. Granada capital not included. 

15 municipalities. Granada capital included

Waste Collection: Consortium Vega Sierra Elvira + INAGRA (Granada waste Utility

Company)

Treatment: Diputación de Granada (Provincial Government)

Collection: Consortium: 

34 municipalities. Granada capital not included

INAGRA Only Granada capital

Treatment all the province under Diputación de Granada

Urban Planning No metropolitan Body. Regional Gov. Approves metropolitan spatial plan 34 municipalities. Granada capital included. Different to

Consorcio Vega S.E.

Housing No metropolitan Body. Only municipal (i.e. Granada, plus Provincial Diputación) -

Local Police No metropolitan Body. Only municipal -

Smart city No metropolitan Body. Only municipal -

Fire protection No metropolitan Body. Diputación de Granada (Provincial Government) manages 

the metropolitan fire protection unit

-



Public Transport in the Metropolitan Area of Granada



Polycentric Model of the Metropolitan Area of Granada

Polycentric network: 15-minute cities



Provincial Council of Granada

INTEGRATED SUSTAINABLE URBAN 
DEVELOPMENT STRATEGIES (EU Funds ERDF)



EDUSI AUG and MSO

The EU funds for urban
development (ERDF) were an
opportunity to recognize 
Granada’s metropolitan reality 
as a Functional Urban Area.





PROJECT ACTIONS DESCRIPTION

1. NETWORK OF 

METROPOLITAN 

CENTERS DRIVING 

EMERGING 

ECONOMIES

TRAINING CENTER FOR INDUSTRIALIZED TIMBER 

CONSTRUCTION (SANTA FE)

RENOVATION OF THE FORMER NUESTRO SEÑOR DE LA SALUD SUGAR

FACTORY

INTERNATIONALIZATION, INNOVATION AND TRANSFER PROGRAM

GRANADA AI LAB: TECHNOLOGY-BASED BUSINESS 

CENTER (OGÍJARES)

RENOVATION AND ADAPTATION OF THE FORMER LUIS BUENO CRESPO

INSTITUTE

ACTIVATION PROGRAM

CITAI BUSINESS CENTER (INDUSTRIAL, TECHNOLOGICAL 

AND INNOVATION AREA OF ESCÚZAR)

CONSTRUCTION OF A BUILDING TO SUPPORT THE BUSINESS AND

ECONOMIC ACTIVITY OF CITAI

METROPOLITAN YOUTH ENTREPRENEURSHIP CENTER 

(LAS GABIAS)

CONSTRUCTION OF A BUILDING TO HOUSE THE ENTREPRENEURSHIP

CENTER



New Period 2021-2027

Metropolitan Urban Agenda



New Period 2021-2027

https://opaugranada.es/agenda.php?idAgenda=32

https://opaugranada.es/agenda.php?idAgenda=32


LA AGENDA METROPOLITANA: PLANES  Y MEDIDAS TRACTORAS 

5 MAYO 2023. Segundo Taller de Trabajo: 
Identificación de Proyectos

THEMATIC OBJECTIVES AND TERRITORIAL SCOPE OF THE INTERVENTION

10 AUE Strategic Objectives

30 AUE Specific Objectives

69 Actions for the

Metropolitan Environment of Granada



LA AGENDA METROPOLITANA: PLANES  Y MEDIDAS TRACTORAS 
Urban Agenda Objective Proposed Flagship Measures

1. Organize the territory and make rational use of 

land, conserving and protecting it
1. Review of the POTAUG (Metropolitan Urban Planning).

2. Avoid urban sprawl and revitalize the existing city
2. Improve the connection between urban areas and the Vega of Granada through a plan of green pedestrian and 

cycling routes.

3. Prevent and reduce the impacts of climate change 

and improve resilience

3. Promote and support a structural laminated poplar wood industry in the metropolitan area, encouraging its use 

in sustainable local construction so that the sector reduces its impact on climate change, generates a circular and 

local economy, creates green industrial jobs, and increases tree-covered areas.

4. Ensure sustainable resource management and 

promote the circular economy

4. Complete the infrastructure of the metropolitan integrated water cycle.

5. Implement measures to improve environmental quality and promote the circular economy in productive and 

commercial spaces across the metropolitan area in order to modernize and enhance them.

5. Promote proximity and sustainable mobility

6. Provide mobility in the Granada urban agglomeration with a metropolitan perspective: extension of the metro, 

metropolitan routes, metropolitan taxi service, and improvement of the bus service as an essential part of 

improving air quality.

6. Promote social cohesion and seek equity
7. Housing rehabilitation in disadvantaged neighborhoods. Social housing. Municipalities: Santa Fe, Pulianas, 

Atarfe, Jun, Granada.

7. Boost and promote the urban economy

8. Position the metropolitan area as a knowledge hub through the expansion of the PTS and the Strategic Plan for 

La Azucarera.

9. Promote the creation of a public-private agency to help make Granada a major internationally competitive socio-

economic ecosystem, promoting the province abroad as a destination to live, work, and invest.

9. Lead and promote digital innovation
10. Metropolitan Area Smart City Plan: mobility, management of services such as water and waste, commerce, 

tourism, etc., building on the Diputación de Granada Smart City platform.

10. Improve intervention tools and governance
11. Promote administrative cooperation mechanisms that enable the metropolitan approach to be incorporated 

into service management.

Proposed Flagship Measures in the Urban Agenda for Granada Metropolitan Area



The Metropolitan Functional Urban Area of Granada

Key ideas and reflections



Governance of the Metropolitan Area of Granada

Key idea: 
The Metropolitan Area of Granada responds to a clear need: services that should be managed at 
the metropolitan level, such as metropolitan transport, taxi services, cycling mobility, commerce, 
smart city initiatives, air quality, etc.
✓ There is a municipal willingness to continue collaborating, and there is also a Metropolitan 

Urban Agenda.
✓ The ERDF (EU Funds) experience has been an incentive to continue working at the metropolitan 

level.

Challenges:
➢ There is no governing body for the Metropolitan Area.
➢ So far, ad hoc solutions have been chosen to solve specific problems: joint service areas (taxi), 

the Transport Consortium, the Water Consortium, etc. Not all municipalities participate.
➢ The creation of a Metropolitan Area in the short term, in accordance with Article 43 of the 

Spamish Law for local authorities, is unlikely.
➢ Even where there is consensus at the municipal level, the process of delegating powers to a 

metropolitan entity (whether a consortium, association of municipalities, or another body) for 
the management of certain services will always be conditioned by local interests and particular 
concerns.



A way of making Europe
European Regional Development Fund – ERDF


