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THE EIB 
GROUP

The lending arm of the European 
Union since 1958

Specialist provider of risk finance 
to small and medium-sized 
enterprises
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EIBG ACTION PLAN FOR AFFORDABLE & SUSTAINABLE HOUSING 

Innovation

 Support the construction value chain to develop and scale up innovative building 

technologies

 Reduce construction costs and accelerate project delivery

Renovation

 Scale up energy-efficient renovations of current housing stock

 Reduce carbon footprint and living costs through energy savings

 Re-use of exiting assets contributing to circular economy

New Build 

 Direct and Intermediated EIBG financing to support new construction of affordable 

housing

 Increase housing supply below market prices in Europe

Objective: increase the supply of housing units across the EU

UCI BUILDING RENOVATION MBIL
Multi-beneficiary intermediated loan (MBIL) to UCI for the 
financing of building renovation undertaken by individuals 
and homeowner associations in Spain and Portugal.
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Why innovation in construction is critical

The Challenge:
While house prices have seen a sharp increase, the construction sector remains 
fragmented, slow to innovate, and faces low productivity:

 48% rise in EU house prices between 2015 and 2023
 94% of EU construction firms have fewer than 10 employees.
 Only 0.4% annual productivity growth over 20 years (vs 3% in manufacturing).
 76% of construction companies in Europe do not innovate.

The Opportunity:
Innovation enables homes to be built faster, cheaper, and more sustainably.

 Modular construction: up to 30-50% faster build times.
 Digitalisation & automation: 10-20% lower costs, more reliable delivery.
 Energy-efficient design: up to 30% lower energy bills.
 New skills and inclusivity in the workforce.
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Key technologies & EIBG operations

Key innovations:

 Sustainable materials and 
energy-efficient design

 Modular and prefabricated 
construction

 Automation and robotics

 Digital solutions, AI, and 
advanced analytics

What we have already done:

 ULMA (EUR 45m, Spain):                          
Advanced manufacturing and sustainable 
building materials.

 Heidelberg Materials (EUR 100m, Germany): 
Innovative materials (concrete) and energy 
efficiency improvements.

 GROPYUS (EUR 40m, Germany):  Modular 
construction, robotics and digital construction 
platform.
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EIB FINANCIAL INTRUMENTS
Instrument

Programme Loans 
Lending envelopes

Multi-Beneficiary Investment Loan 
Typically, a loan to an intermediary financing institution 

Framework Loans 
Pipeline of multiple investments, meeting eligibility 
criteria pre-defined, but not fully developed at signature

Investment Loans 
Direct loan for a specific project
Usually > EUR 100m (project cost)

INDIVIDUAL PROJECT

EU/ NATIONAL /REGIONAL 
PLANS

Developer 

Intermediary 
MULTIPLE PROJECTS
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EIBG HOUSING PLATFORM More homes. Better homes

 One Stop Shop entry point 

 Quick Eligibility Checker

 Fin. & Adv. instruments 

 Partners / Intermediaries

 Knowledge hub

 Case studies

https://www.eib.org/en/projects/topics/sustainable-cities-regions/urban-development/affordable-and-sustainable-housing-test

